
September 12, 2022 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: All BPS Principals 

FROM: Mr. Christopher Reed, Director, Student Services – Systems of Support 
Dr. Jayna Jenkins, Director 
Dept. of Behavioral, Psychological, and Social Work Services 

RE: Suicide Awareness Week 

September is World Suicide Awareness Month. Student Support Services is asking each school 
to bring awareness to the important topic of suicide during the week of September 19th.  On 
September 8th, 2022, the BPS School Board adopted a National Suicide Prevention Month 
Proclamation (see attached).  

The Division of Student Services would also like to highlight the following resources for Suicide 
Prevention from the state to help you as you share with your faculty, students, and school families: 

- Suicide Prevention Resource Center – Ideas for Action
- Resources for Suicide is Not the Answer  - Quick statistics about suicide in the U.S.
- #BeThere is the campaign for the National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention (NAASP).

This link includes 4 e-blasts, easy to share with families.
- Take5toSaveLives campaign – We encourage everyone to take FIVE minutes to complete the

five action items by the National Council for Suicide Prevention.

If you have questions, please contact Janean Knight, Suicide Prevention Resource Teacher at 
knight.janean@brevardschools.org or 633-1000, ext. 11525.  

If you have any questions about additional training for your staff regarding Suicide Risk Inquiry, 
contact Dr. Jayna Jenkins at Jenkins.jayna@brevardschools.org or call ext. 11569.  

Pc: Asst. Superintendent, Student Services 
Asst. Superintendent, Elementary Leading & Learning  
Asst. Superintendent, Secondary of Leading & Learning 

C. Reed

J. Jenkins

https://sprc.org/sites/default/files/SPM%20Ideas%20for%20Action%202022.pdf
https://sprc.org/sites/default/files/SPM%20Ideas%20for%20Action%202022.pdf
https://www.nami.org/NAMI/media/NAMI-Media/Infographics/NAMI_Suicide_2022_FINAL.pdf
https://theactionalliance.org/bethere
https://www.take5tosavelives.org/
mailto:knight.janean@brevardschools.org
mailto:Jenkins.jayna@brevardschools.org


National Suicide 
Prevention Month

Misty Belford
School Board Chair

Brevard Public Schools

WHEREAS, September is designated as National Suicide Prevention Month, 
as recognized by the National Association of Mental Illness; and   
WHEREAS, many health officials and community leaders locally, state 
and nationally, understand that mental illness is a significant issue of concern, 
particularly among our youth; and    
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic had a detrimental effect on many 
students’ mental health; and   
WHEREAS, we realize that to address mental health issues requires more 
open and honest discussions about mental health; and   
WHEREAS, one major hurdle is removing the stigma attached to 
mental health treatment and discussion; and   
WHEREAS, parents, teachers, administrators, coaches, mentors, public 
officials, and peer students recognize the importance of emotional health; and   
WHEREAS, we all can play a valuable role in assisting others who may 
show symptoms of stress, depression, anxiety or mental illness.     
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Brevard Public School 
Board supports the education of staff, parents, and students on symptoms of, 
and help for, mental health problems, and   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Brevard Public School staff will 
encourage a positive, safe school environment and encourage helping 
others while also promoting access to school-based mental health supports 
and recognizing when young people are at risk for or are experiencing 
mental health problems.   
ADOPTED by the Members of the Brevard Public School Board, Brevard 
County, Florida, at the regular open public meeting thereof, held the 8th day 
of September 2022. 


