
Summer Reading: The Great Gatsby 

 

STEP 1. As you read, stop EVERY THREE chapters and complete the following. (There are nine 

chapters in The Great Gatsby, so you should complete the following three times for it.  

ALL WORK SHOULD BE TYPED AND PROOFREAD, FOLLOWING MLA STYLE/ FORMATTING 

CONVENTIONS. If you are unfamiliar with MLA, visit the following website: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

a) Choose one quotation you found significant to an aspect of the novel or personally 

meaningful. Record it (and the chapter # and page #) and then explain in a detailed 

paragraph why you chose it. Do not merely paraphrase the quote! 

b) Record two vocabulary words—these should be words you either are unfamiliar with or 

that are used in interesting or particularly effective ways. Record the word, page #, and 

sentence it was found in. Then define the word and identify its part of speech (noun, 

verb, etc)  

c) Answer THREE questions from the options on pages 2-4 that pertain ONLY to chapters in 

that section (or in sections that built towards it). You may not answer the same question 

more than twice per novel—and if you choose to answer the same question twice, your 

answer should have evolved or should focus on a different aspect of the novel. Each 

answer should be roughly one paragraph; not a sentence or two. For each question, 

please write what section it came from (point of view, characterization, etc) and the 

corresponding question number. 

d) Answer the 5 theme related questions found on page 4 

STEP 1 (A, B, C and D) are all due on Thursday, August 26th!! 

STEP 2. Complete ONE of the creative assignment options provided below for The Great Gatsby. 

(Only do this ONCE—not every 3 chapters!! J) Give this creative endeavor the attention and 

effort you would a major essay/ assignment.  

STEP 2 is due on Tuesday, Aug. 31!! 

 

 



 

STEP 1 QUESTIONS: Answer three questions per each three chapters in The Great Gatsby. 

Answers should be min. one paragraph in length. Adhere to MLA formatting and style 

conventions. Type and proofread your work! 

 

Reminder: Choose one quotation you found significant to an aspect of the novel or personally 

meaningful. Record it (and the chapter # and page #) and then explain in a detailed paragraph 

why you chose it. Do not merely paraphrase the quote! 

 

Plot & Structure 

1. What conflicts are emerging in the story? Are they physical, emotional, moral, or 

intellectual? Is the main conflict between sharply differentiated good and evil or is it 

more subtle and complex? 

2. Does the plot have unity? Do the episodes relate to one another? Are they relevant to 

the meaning as a whole? Does each incident grow logically out of the preceding incident 

and lead naturally to the next? 

3. How is suspense created in the novel? Is the interest confined to “what happens next” 

or are larger concerns involved? 

4. Do you like the ending of this book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? 

Explain. 

5. What parts of the novel seem most believable or unbelievable? Why? 

6. How did the author use dialogue within the novel? How did it impact the plot or 

meaning as a whole? 

 

Characterization 

1. Do any of the characters remind you of yourself, friends, family members, or 

classmates? Explain. 

2. What means does the author use to reveal character? Is this effective? Explain. 



3. Are the characters consistent in their actions? Plausible? Does the author avoid creating 

stock characters? (Look up “stock character” if you aren’t familiar with this term.) 

4. Is each character fully developed enough to justify its role in the novel? 

5. Are any of the characters dynamic or developing characters? If so, how and why do they 

change and is the change a significant one? Is it a plausible change? What is the 

change’s purpose? 

 

Point of View 

1. What point of view is being used? Is it consistently used? If shifts are made, are they 

justified? What are the advantages of using the chosen point of view? Does this furnish 

any clues as to the purpose of the story? 

2. If the point of view is that of one of the characters, does this character have any 

limitations that affect his/her interpretation of events or persons? 

3. Does the author use this point of view primarily to reveal or conceal? If so, what is he 

revealing/concealing and what is the effect on the novel? 

 

Symbolism 

1. Does the author make use of any symbols? Identify and explain them. Do they change, 

carry or reinforce the meaning of the story? 

2. Are there any symbolic settings in the novel? What is the function of the setting? 

 

Humor & Irony 

1. If the author employs humor, first identify examples of it and then address: is it merely 

present for its own sake or does it contribute to the novel’s meaning or the author’s 

purpose? What is its function? 

2. Does the author employ irony? If so, where and for what purpose? 

 

Making Connections 

1. What were your feelings at various points in this book? (beginning, middle, end) 



2. What emotions or reactions did this book arouse in you? Explain. 

3. What connections are there between the book and your life or our society? Explain. 

4. What is the most important event or feeling? Explain. 

 

Reflection (only allowed in the last section) 

1. Do you think the title fits the book? Why or why not? 

2. What was the author saying about life and living through this book? 

3. Has this book helped you or changed you in any way? Explain. 

 

 
Theme Related Questions 
Below are five themes found in The Great Gatsby. For each theme, answer the following: 
 

How does the theme apply to The Great Gatsby? 
 
a)       Outward appearances can be deceiving. 
b)       the carelessness that wealth breeds  
e) Disillusionment with dreams once they are attained 
f) The destructive nature of the blind pursuit of ideals/a dream 
g) The American Dream is corrupted by the desire for wealth. 
 

So… WHAT exactly am I turning in?! 

- 1 quote & response per section (total: 3 quotations and paragraph responses) 

- 2 vocab words per section (total: 6 vocab words (page, sentence, definition and part of speech)) 

- 3 questions per section (total: 9 paragraph responses to questions) 

- 5 theme questions answered 

- ALL OF THE ABOVE IS DUE AUG. 26!! 

- 1 creative project (due Aug. 31) 

-  

- Questions? Email me at grossmann.blythe@brevardschools.org. 

- Please allow one week for responses over the summer. 

- SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS DUE THURSDAY, AUGUST 26th!! 

 

 



STEP 2 OPTIONS The Great Gatsby 

 

a) Write two poems, each from the point of view of a different character. Select characters 

whose lives was affected by the protagonist but who did not necessarily see things the 

same way the main character did. Minimum: 20 lines each 

 

 

b) Choose one quotation from the novel/play that you think expressed a significant theme 

or moment in the work. Illustrate it in a meaningful way. Include an explanation on the 

back of why it is significant to you or the novel. (see examples in my room) 

 
 

c) Create a scrapbook from the point of view of a main character: include 2 letters (to and 

from the character); a memento; 3 photographs; a receipt; and a newspaper article. 

Also include captions for each. While these will all be original, they should tie in to the 

plot or themes of the novel/play in a way that is authentic to the character you’re 

portraying. 

 

d) Create a model of a significant place in the novel/play. Include a brief explanation of the 

creation process as well as the significance of the location. 

 

 
e) Create something that ties into the novel that allows you to pursue one of your 

interests—for example, if you love sewing, create costumes for the main characters. If 

you’re into cooking, replicate a dish that was commonly eaten by that culture in that 

time period. Be creative and most importantly, demonstrate that this is an area you 

have expertise in and a passion for! 

CREATIVE PROJECTS (STEP 2) ARE DUE TUES. AUG. 31!! 

Questions? Email me at grossmann.blythe@brevardschools.org 

Please allow one week for responses over the summer. 



 


